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HARRY REDKNAPP
Even at the age of 71, Harry 

Redknapp is still regarded as one 

of football’s most irrepressible 

characters. The master manager 

has worked non-stop for over 

a quarter of a century and his 

keen eye for new talent has only 

increased with each passing year. 

Born in Poplar, London, 

the only child of Henry and 

Violet Redknapp, Harry’s love 

for soccer started young. At the age of just 11, 

while playing for his east London school, he was 

scouted by Tottenham Hotspur. The young star 

winger quickly ascended the youth teams’ ranks, 

biting at the heels of legends such as Danny 

Blanchflower, Dave Mackay and Bill Nicholson. 

At 15, Harry moved to West Ham 

United, followed by a transfer 

to Bournemouth (clubs that he 

would later go on to manage). 

In 1982, Redknapp first got the 

chance to stretch his managerial 

muscles, taking the helm  

at Bournemouth and leading 

them to the Division Three 

title on the back of a record 97 

points in 1987. However, he will 

best be remembered here for inspiring the 

1984 David and Goliath defeat of Manchester 

United, dumping the FA Cup-holders out of 

the competition. A result that sent shockwaves 

through football and put the young Harry 

Redknapp firmly on the ‘ones to watch’ list.

It was during his time at Bournemouth that 

Redknapp was involved in a near fatal road 

accident in Italy, On his way to watch the 1990 

FIFA World Cup, traveling at night, just south of 

Rome in a chauffeur-driven minibus along with 

York City chairman Michael Sinclair, Aston Villa 

chairman Fred Whitehouse and Bournemouth’s 

managing director Brian Tiler, they hit a car in a 

head-on collision. The bus flipped onto its roof 

and skidded 50 yards. Brian Tiler was killed, as 

were the three occupants of the other vehicle. 

Harry had a lucky escape and was pulled clear 

of the wreckage by Sinclair. He suffered a broken 

nose, several cracked ribs and a fractured skull. 

To this day, he has never recovered his sense of 

smell. 

Following his hugely successful stint at 

Bournemouth, Harry then embarked on a seven-

year reign at Upton Park where he took West 

Ham into Europe. His time with the Hammers 

saw him cultivate star players such as Joe Cole, 

his nephew Frank Lampard and Rio Ferdinand, 

all of whom would later go on to play for England.  

After a sudden exit from West Ham, this 

shrewd observer was quickly snapped up by 

Portsmouth and took the team 

all the way to the Premier 

League in 2003. A fleeting stint 

with south-coast neighbours 

and arch-rivals Southampton 

proved unsuccessful and 

Redknapp returned to Fratton 

Park, propelling Portsmouth to 

an FA Cup win in 2008, the first 

time the team had been in the 

final for 69 years! 

It is clear that Harry had a talent for turning the 

failing fortunes of a club around and securing 

outstanding results. But his greatest challenge 

was yet to come when he accepted the position 

of manager at his old club Tottenham Hotspur. 

While in charge at White Hart Lane, he led  

Spurs to the 2009 Carling Cup Final and 

helped them obtain an eighth place Premier  

League finish. The next year, Redknapp led Spurs 

to fourth place in the Premier League, securing 

qualification into the Champions League. He 

was named Barclays Premier League Manager 

of the Year for his efforts. Under Harry’s shrewd 

SANDBANKS AND  
THE BEAUTIFUL GAME
SANDBANKS HAS BECOME SYNONYMOUS WITH THE BEAUTIFUL GAME.  

SOME OF THE WORLD’S MOST SUCCESSFUL FOOTBALL MANAGERS HAVE BEEN 

DRAWN TO THE PLATINUM PENINSULA AND MADE SANDBANKS THEIR HOME. 

HERE WE PEEK THROUGH THE LOCKER-ROOM DOOR  
AND TAKE A LOOK AT THE EVENTFUL LIVES AND ILLUSTRIOUS  

CAREERS OF THESE FOOTBALL KINGPINS. 

HARRY’S LOVE FOR 

SOCCER STARTED YOUNG. 

AT THE AGE OF JUST 11, 

WHILE PLAYING FOR HIS 

EAST LONDON SCHOOL,  

HE WAS SCOUTED BY  

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR.

Harry Redknapp – Photo by James Boyes
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leadership, their incredible journey didn’t stop 

there, as the team topped the group stages 

of the Champions League, beating off tough 

competition from the likes of Inter Milan and 

Werder Bremen. 

Redknapp is now a member of the exclusive 

1,000 game club, having also gone on to take 

charge of Queens Park Rangers, Birmingham 

and the Jordanian national side. His experience  

stretches back over 60 years and today he 

is considered one of the godfathers of the  

Beautiful Game. 

Harry Redknapp has also been on the receiving 

end of several false allegation of corruption, 

with one even resulting in the illegal raid of his 

Sandbanks home by the City of London Police. 

In 2008, the High Court ruled that the search was 

‘wholly unacceptable’ and ordered the police 

force to pay £1,000 of damages as well as part of 

his legal costs. 

Harry and his wife Sandra settled in their five-

bed harbour-front home in Sandbanks back 

in 2001, and have since moved just down the 

road to a new home that also looks out over 

Poole Harbour. Harry is a regular figure on the 

peninsula’s famous sandy beach where he walks 

his beloved bulldog, Lulu. 

TONY PULIS
The Welsh football manger with 

a love for baseball caps is well 

known for his pragmatic style 

and effective leadership. Hugely 

respected by his peers, this ‘Red 

Adair’ of the Beautiful Game has 

a reputation for saving struggling 

clubs and achieving solid results 

on small budgets. When it comes 

to football managers, Tony Pulis is 

in a league of his own. 

Born and raised in the Pill area of Newport, 

South Wales, by his steelworker father Angelo 

and ever-supportive mother Jean, Tony was a 

die-hard Manchester United 

supporter throughout his youth 

as well as regularly attending 

matches at Newport County and 

Cardiff City. 

As a player, Pulis boasts a  

successful 17-year career as a 

defender for clubs such as 

Gillingham, Bristol Rovers, Newport 

County and Bournemouth. But 

he was always destined to lead 

from the front, having obtained 

his FA coaching badge at just 19 

years of age, making him one of the youngest 

professional players to gain the accreditation. 

His first foray into management came when 

his then boss and mentor Harry Redknapp left 

Bournemouth. Having played for The Cherries 

before going on to become their coach and 

Redknapp’s assistant, Pulis was the perfect 

choice for the job. After learning the ropes 

at Bournemouth, he went on to Gillingham, 

followed by spells at Bristol City and Portsmouth 

before becoming manager of Stoke City in 2002. 

Pulis’s calm and steady hand guided the club 

through a tough period, managing to avoid 

relegation to the Second Division on the final 

day of the season! 

A brief turn at Plymouth was followed by his 

return to Stoke in 2006, where he guided the club 

to the Premier League by finishing off in second 

place in the 2007-08 Championship League.  

This was just the start of Pulis’s masterplan for  

The Potters. In 2011, Tony made history by  

piloting Stoke to their first ever FA Cup 

final, narrowly missing out on the trophy to 

Manchester City. 

Next, the Welsh wonder was off to Crystal 

Palace where he was named Premier League 

Manager of the Season in 2014 after steering the 

Eagles out of the dangerous relegation zone and 

to their highest-ever top tier placing of eleventh. 

Pulis then joined West Bromwich Albion in 2015 

and spent close to three years at the helm at The 

Hawthorns, never once allowing ‘The Baggies’ to 

face relegation.  

In 2016, Tony joined his old friend and 

colleague Harry Redknapp in the elite 1,000 

game club, reaching the benchmark when his 

side West Brom played his old club Stoke City. 

This milestone was also accompanied by his 

induction into the League Managers Association 

Hall of Fame. 

A keen supporter of charities, Tony has raised 

vast sums of money by running the London 

Marathon, climbing to the summit of Mount 

Kilimanjaro and even rowing from Tower Bridge 

to the Eiffel Tower! He also holds an honorary 

degree from the University of Staffordshire for 

his support of sports journalism 

students.  

Today, Pulis is currently the 

manager of Middlesbrough and 

continues to take the team from 

strength to strength. When he’s 

not at the Riverside Stadium in 

Teesside, the 60-year-old spends 

his time with wife Debs (who 

he has been with since he was 

just 18) at their spacious Lilliput 

home. Set over several floors, the 

house has stunning panoramic 

views of Poole harbour and is just a stone’s throw 

away from his old pal Harry Redknapp. »

ALWAYS DESTINED TO  

LEAD FROM THE FRONT, 

HAVING OBTAINED HIS  

FA COACHING BADGE AT 

JUST 19 YEARS OF AGE, 

MAKING HIM ONE OF THE  

YOUNGEST PROFESSIONAL 

PLAYERS TO GAIN THE  

ACCREDITATION. 

Tony Pulis – Photo by David Baumgartner
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GRAEME SOUNESS
A curly-haired Liverpool legend 

turned sharp-suited Sky Sports 

pundit, Graeme Souness has just 

reached 50 years of unsurpassed 

involvement in the Beautiful 

Game. His playing career saw 

him lift five top league titles and 

three European Cups, while his 

managerial one was equally as 

glittering, having led some of 

Europe’s greats to the very top  

              of  the boards.  

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, Souness was 

a highly respected Scotland international player 

who was a fulcrum of the national squad for 

three successive World Cup finals and notched 

three European Cup wins with the dominant 

Liverpool side of the era.

A notoriously tough-tackling midfielder, 

Graeme started his football journey in 1968 at 

the age of just 15, playing for Tottenham’s youth 

team before transferring to Middlesbrough. He 

played 176 league games for the club when it 

was based at Ayresome Park and his unwavering 

passion combined with considerable talent saw 

him quickly become the poster boy for legions of 

Middlesbrough fans. 

In 1978, Souness signed with Liverpool and 

became the linchpin to their all-conquering reign 

for the next five years. He then swapped The Reds 

for the warm Italian sun, signing to Sampdoria 

for two years. Graeme was then coaxed back to 

Scotland with the promise of becoming player/

manager of Glasgow Rangers. He led the team 

to three Scottish titles and four League Cups, 

dominating all competition in a period that has 

now become known as the ‘Souness Revolution’.  

His time at Ibrox, while revitalising the club, 

was also marked by much controversy. In 

1989, Graeme signed Mo Johnson, a former 

Celtic player and Roman Catholic, a profound 

political statement in a historically Protestant 

football team. Further controversy followed after 

Souness spouted a succession of inflammatory 

after-match comments at the Scottish Football 

Association, prompting touchline bans which 

he regularly got around in his characteristically 

provocative fashion by naming himself as a 

substitute player to gain access to the dugout. 

Graeme’s success at Rangers did not go 

unnoticed by his former club Liverpool, who 

turned to him in 1991 after the shock departure 

of Kenny Dalglish, their current manager 

and Sourness’s former Liverpool teammate. 

Signing on for five years, Graeme used his 

talent-spotting experience to develop the 

likes of Jamie Redknapp, Steve McManaman, 

and Robbie Fowler. His time at Liverpool was 

often challenging, but the crowning glory for 

Sourness was guiding them to FA Cup success in  

1992, beating Sunderland at the Wembley 

Stadium final. 

Sourness took a year out of the game in 1994, 

parting ways with Liverpool, before returning to 

manage Turkish team Galatasaray for one season 

and leading them to Turkish Cup victory. Never 

one to shy away from controversy, Graeme once 

ran from the sidelines to plant a banner in front 

of their rival Fenerbahce supporters and nearly 

sparked a riot!

Following his stint in Istanbul, he took over at 

Southampton, then Italian side Torino and onto 

Portugal’s Benfica. Here he took the team into 

the Champions League in his first season as well 

as leading the side to a second-

place finish in the league.

Souness returned to the 

English football scene in 2000, 

taking over Blackburn Rovers. 

Here he took the club from 

the second division to the 

first in his inaugural season 

as manager. In 2004, Graeme was appointed 

manager of Newcastle United, where he guided 

the club to the semi-finals of the UEFA Cup and 

the FA Cup. In one of his most inspired moves, he 

paired strikers Michael Owen with Alan Shearer, 

creating one of the most formidable attacking 

duos ever seen on the English pitch. 

Ever since leaving club management, Souness 

has worked prolifically as a television sports 

pundit, appearing as one of the main analysts 

on Sky Sports and regularly appearing on the 

Super Sunday programme. Over the years, there 

has been numerous rumours linking Souness to 

various possible club management positions, 

such as Crystal Palace, Bolton Wanderers and his 

former teams Newcastle United and Blackburn 

Rovers. However, none of these whisperings ever 

came to fruition and he has stayed firmly on 

the other side of the fence as a television sports 

analyst.  

In 2010, Souness and his second wife Karen 

sold their home in Edinburgh and moved to 

Sandbanks. Their luxury house boasts five en 

suite bedrooms and even a cinema. Graeme is 

now a regular sight in Poole, often seen walking 

along the harbour front. 

GRAEME STARTED 

 HIS FOOTBALL JOURNEY 

 IN 1968 AT THE AGE  

OF JUST 15

Graeme Souness – Photo by Thomas    Benjamin Maxwell Evans
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2 Banks Road, Sandbanks, Poole, Dorset BH13 7QD
01202 707 357  |  office@sandbanksbeachholidays.co.uk  |  www.sandbanksbeachholidays.co.uk

Everything For The Holiday Home Owner
in Sandbanks and Surrounding Areas

Shopfront on the Peninsula | Sophisticated Digital 
Marketing | Cleaning, Linen and Changeovers | 
Maintenance and Renovations | Concierge |  
24 Hour Emergency Callout | No Restrictions  
on Owner Bookings

Let us take care of all the work so you can enjoy your holiday 
home and take advantage of the significant tax benefits of  
running it as a furnished holiday let business.

www.sandbanksbeachholidays.co.uk   |   01202 707 357
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The Heather Garden
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Compton Acres consists of a series of classical themed gardens, each providing 
an attractive and unique variety of ornamental plants from around the world. 
The gardens are laid out on a circular route, allowing the visitor to discover 

each garden in turn. Highlights include the Grand Italian Garden, a Rock and Water 
Garden, a Heather Garden and an authentic Japanese Garden which was designed 
and built by a Japanese architect with many ornaments imported from Japan.  

The five contrasting garden designs were conceived to provide pleasure and 
enjoyment to its original owner and the gardens still retain the atmosphere of a 
distinctive private property. 

Compton Acres contains a magnificent collection of more than 3000 species 
of trees, shrubs, bulbs and herbaceous plants enriched by seasonal plantings of 
thousands of bedding plants.

There are two cafes, serving great coffee, teas, snacks and homemade food,  
shops, plant centre and free parking. 

A GARDEN FOR ALL SEASONS

Compton Acres  164 Canford Cliffs Road, Poole BH13 7ES 
01202 700778     www.comptonacres.co.uk

The Italian Garden

The Rock and Water Garden Sub TropicalJapanese Garden
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Shakespeare in the Summer; Squirrels’ 
refuge in the Spring. Brownsea Island 
has quietly observed everything from 

the English Civil War to the formation of the 
Boy Scouts. Now owned and maintained by 
the National Trust, here’s our guide to the 
island which was once said to be home to 
a demon and is now a popular haunt for 
visitors far and wide.

Sitting just one kilometre from Sandbanks’ 
affluent shoreline, Brownsea Island was first 
recorded as a human settlement in the 
early ninth century. Well before William the 
Conqueror was born, the island was home 
to a hermitage of monks who used the 
island for simple living and solitary prayer in 
the chapel dedicated to St. Andrew. Soon 
after these monks had made the island 
their home, King Canute used it as a base 
to mercilessly sack the Southern shores 
of England, in a time of great turmoil and 
fear for the populace. Being located at 
the entrance to Poole Harbour, Henry VIII 
recognised the island’s strategic position 
and built the fortification known as Branksea 
Castle, which still stands today. Through 
the 17th century, the island was occupied 
by Parliamentarian forces who ultimately 
became victors in the English Civil War. After 
this period of exceptional political upheaval, 
the castle was transformed into a residence 
of luxury. William Benson, architect and 
owner of the island at this time, introduced 
a variety of trees; creating a habitat of 
beautiful contrasts.

Further along the historical timeline, the 
island became home to a reclusive lady, 
nicknamed, “the Demon of Brownsea.” 
Her real name was Mary Bonham-Christie 
and it may surprise you that her residency 
was not during a time of witch hunt and 
national paranoia, but instead, 1927.  

Bonham-Christie purchased the island at 
auction for £125,000 (around seven million 
pounds today). She then made herself 
incredibly unpopular by instructing the 200 
residents to leave. Furthermore, the lady 
of the island forbade hunting and fishing 
due to her belief that they were cruel past-
times. Because of this ban, the wildlife on 
the island flourished, and it is for this reason 
that thousands of visitors arrive at the island 
each year. A former boatman of Brownsea 
island once said about Bonham-Christie, 
“The old lady knew she wasn’t popular, but I 
don’t think she cared.”

The island’s isolated location is an ideal 
environment for the native red squirrel – a 
species rarely seen in Britain. Its existence in 
this country having been seriously reduced 
with the sudden arrival of the Eastern Grey 
and with it – a deadly virus. On Brownsea 
Island, with no way for the Eastern Greys to 
invade from the mainland, the red squirrel 
can survive and flourish, unaware of the 
dangers which lie only a kilometre to the 
East. But this unique species is not alone on 
the island, for there is another animal which, 
while still an invader of these British shores, 
is no threat to the red squirrel population – 
Sika Deer.

Introduced at the end of the 19th century 
from Japan, this species of deer was the 
result of a desire to see exotic species 
roaming free on people’s large estates. Upon 
arrival at the island and being only one 
kilometre from the mainland, it wasn’t long 
before the small herd of deer had crossed 
to Studland Bay and out into the Purbeck 
Hills becoming a much larger herd and a 
much larger problem for conservationists; 
destroying natural habitats. Crossers 
on the chain ferry between Sandbanks 
and Studland have noticed the delicate 

BROWNSEA 
PARADISE
SHAKESPEARE IN THE SUMMER; 
SQUIRRELS’ REFUGE IN THE SPRING.
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paddling of these creatures. Taking a walk 
through the woods here, the quiet visitor 
might observe the deer plodding from one 
copse to another.

In 1908, Brownsea Island was the backdrop 
for the formation of the Boy-Scouts. Robert 
Baden-Powell, its founder, sought to take 
what he had learnt from the military 
while in South Africa, and instil boys with 
principles such as self-sufficiency, courage, 
and helpfulness – all to be learnt during 
their stay on the island. This institution is still 
popular today with thousands of badges to 
earn, such as: environmental conservation, 
local knowledge, and survival skills. Those 
that visit the island will find a monument 
dedicated to the work of Baden-Powell, 
named The Scout Stone.

In July and August, the Brownsea Open Air 
Theatre brings drama to life once again, this 

year putting on a performance of William 
Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus; the play 
accredited with the most on-stage deaths 
of any of the bard’s works. It is the story of 
Roman general Titus Andronicus, returning 
from war to a much darker conflict, and 
Brownsea offers the perfect setting for such 
a dramatic story.

The island is accessible by ferry which 
runs from Poole Quay, alternatively, visitors 
can hire kayaks from Poole itself, or use 
their own means of water transport. What 
will you discover on the island? A demon 
cursing your every step on her property, the 
delicate trampling of a Japanese deer, or 
the heavy metal boots of a Parliamentary 
force: defending the island from invaders? 
The island has a rich history and continues 
to flourish, thanks to the wonderful work of 
the National Trust.

THE ISLAND’S 
ISOLATED LOCATION 
IS AN IDEAL 
ENVIRONMENT FOR 
THE NATIVE RED 
SQUIRREL
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With financial advisers management costs 
ranging from 0.25% p.a. to 2.0% p.a. it’s no wonder 
investors have started to ask the questions 
“What am I paying for, what do I get for my 
money and is this the best service for me?”
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In January 2013 regulatory changes came 
about because there was a lack of clarity 
regarding the different types of advisers, 
what they were able and qualified to advise 
upon and the associated costs. The objective 
was (and remains) to empower the consumer 
to make informed decisions as to with whom 
they wish to invest together with what the 
costs will be and what level of advice and 
service will be provided. 

There are now two types of financial 
adviser i.e. ‘Independent’ or ‘Restricted’ 
and all institutions, firms and individuals 
have had to decide which they want to be.  
‘Independent’ advisers are able to consider 
all types of retail investment products 
offered by all providers across the market. 
A ‘Restricted’ adviser can only recommend 
certain products or product providers. This 
means they might only offer products from 
one company, or just one type of product. 
The new labels are designed to make it 
immediately clear what an adviser offers and 
what that means in practice.

Regardless of their status, advisers can 
no longer be paid commission by providers 
so you will be charged a fee for advice and 
ongoing services, the cost of which can 
vary significantly. For example, restricted 
organisations such as St. James Place levy 
a 5% initial fee for unit trust investments 
plus ongoing fees of up to 2.15% p.a. 
Someone investing £500,000.00 could 
therefore face an initial fee of £25,000.00 
plus almost £11,000.00 p.a. By comparison, 
the total costs to set up a £500,000.00 
unit trust portfolio with an Independent 
adviser (IFA) could be as low as £1,500.00 

- a whopping £23,500.00 initial saving 
together with annual cost savings of  
thousands each year.   

What’s more, an IFA acts on behalf of the 
consumer to select and recommend what is 
most suitable and best value from the entire 
retail investment market whereas restricted 
advisers such as St. James Place act on behalf 
of the financial institution.

In summary, IFAs can offer a substantially 
lower cost investment offering together with 
access to superior investment returns, the 
combination of which can make a substantial 
difference to your investment and pension 
arrangements.

In todays’ investment market it has never 
been more important to establish if your 
adviser is as independent as you think they 
are! Are they delivering value for money or 
are they shoehorning you into an investment 
which suits them better than it does you? 
Despite the introduction of regulatory 
changes in 2013 that required advisers to 
declare their services and the cost of these 
services it remains a complex and sometimes 
difficult task for the investor to ‘get under 
the bonnet’ of the investments to make an 
informed decision. 

We understand completely the difficulties 
the consumer has when trying to evaluate 
the value their adviser contributes to their  
financial wellbeing! A starting point is to ask 
yourself a few simple yet practical questions 
detailed overleaf.  

“Is your Investment or Pension adviser  
adding value or just a cost?”

Are your investments  
working for you?

Talk to Charlwood IFA on 01202 768512   
“Good advice is a great investment”
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   Do my investments and pensions  
 benefit from a transparent and
 competitive charging structure?

 Am I happy with my investment and   
 pension performance?

 Does my adviser actively manage my   
 investments?
 

 Is my adviser ‘independent’ and free   
 to select investments from the entire 
 market or are they ‘restricted’ and   
 only able to make recommendations   
 from what their company makes  
 available? 

 Does my adviser provide
 Discretionary Investment
 Management, meaning my  
 investments are tended by  
 investment professionals. 

 Am I confident my investment
 arrangements complement my 
 current and future tax position or   
 could they in fact be detrimental?

  Can you tick the  
boxes or is it time for  
a change?

Talk to Charlwood IFA on 01202 768512   
“Good advice is a great investment”


